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Post-Brexit sea border trading scheme extended
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Post-Brexit sea border trading scheme extended
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The government is extending its main post-Brexit scheme for helping traders move goods from GB to
Northern Ireland.

The Trader Support Service (TSS) was set up in 2020 to help businesses deal with new customs
processes.
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The current contract, held by a Fujitsu-led consortium, was due to expire at the end of this year.

That contract has been extended for another year; a competitive process will be held to find an
operator for 2026 onwards.

Earlier this year the National Audit Office (NAO) said the government expects to have spent £531m on
the TSS between December 2020 and December 2024.
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HMRC said: “The current TSS has been extended to the end of 2025 as the implementation of the
Windsor Framework progresses.

“The service is a key part of the government’s help for businesses adjusting to the new trading
environment. ”

From January 2021 commercial goods entering Northern Ireland from GB have needed customs
declarations.
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The TSS effectively acts as government-backed customs'agent on behalf of businesses.

The government intends to continue-simplifying the customs processes through a combination of
technology and improved administration.

Meanwhile it has been confirmed that Maros Sef?ovi? is to remain the EU’s chief negotiator with the
UK.

Mr Sef?ovi? has been appointed to a new position as European Commissioner for Trade and
Economic Security but will retain responsibility for engaging with the UK.

The UK is seeking a reset in relations with the EU which includes an aim to negotiate an “ambitious”
new agri-food agreement.
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